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Printed copies of this document are for reference only. Please refer to the electronic copy on the
FSC website (ic.fsc.org) to ensure you are referring to the latest version.

The Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC) is an independent, not for profit, nongovernment
organization established to support environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial, and
economically viable management of the world's forests.

FSC's vision is that the true value of forests is recognized and fully incorporated into socie’ y
worldwide. FSC is the leading catalyst and defining force for improved forest managemer . and
market transformation, shifting the global forest trend toward sustainable use, conserati in,
restoration, and respect for all.
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FOREWORD - WARNING

The purpose of the “Recommendations” document is to share interim answers to questions related to the
FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Canada (FSC-STD-CAN-01-2018). “Recommendations” are
not normative. FSC Canada has submitted the “Recommendations” to FSC International for review and
approval and pending this the status of “Recommendation” will become an official interpretation.

The “Recommendations” were discussed and agreed by the FSC Canada Standard Development Group,
assisted by related experts, as needed.

These recommendations may be invalidated or replaced at any moment. Please verify their existence on the
FSC Canada website before using them.

This document is maintained by FSC Canada.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

FSC Canada Interpretation # 6.4.5¢c — 004_2022

Name of interpretation 6.4.5¢c # 4 — “Self-sustaining populations” + “an

efficient collaborative process

Requirement (s) Ind. 6.4.5¢
Date 2022-06-22
Question:

1.

Based on ECCC guidance and best available information (BAl), does FSC consider that
maintaining a disturbance threshold of 35 % will likely support a self-sustaining caribou
population?

Can evidence of an efficient collaborative process that is progressing in good faith be
sufficient to conclude conformance to 6.4.5¢ despite not yet having determined an
alternative disturbance threshold that supports a self-sustaining caribou population?

Proposed Answer:

1.

Yes. To support a self-sustaining caribou population implies implementation of
management measures over time. One way an Organization can demonstrate self-
sustaining caribou populations is through the indirect means of applying a valid
disturbance threshold over time. FSC has determined that ECCC’s disturbance threshold
of 35% should be applied in the case that an alternative valid threshold has not been
determined.

Yes, it can if the efficient collaborative process includes active progression (measurable
plan and timeline) for determining an alternative disturbance threshold and/or the
measures that can demonstrate self-sustaining caribou population over the long term*. If
evidence can be provided that the efficient collaborative process (as defined in the
glossary) is progressing in good faith, but has not yet determined an alternative
disturbance threshold, then the default disturbance threshold of 35% should be applied
over the long term*. Elements 1 through 9 of FSC’s 6.4.5.c also need to be met to be in
compliance with the indicator.
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