
Integrating Indigenous Cultural Landscapes into 
the FSC® Forest Stewardship Standard for Canada:
Strengthening forest management planning and relationships
Indigenous Cultural Landscapes are new to the FSC® Forest Stewardship Standard 
for Canada with the revised Standard released on July 1, 2026. This plain language 
summary is designed to support the implementation of this concept.

DEFINITION OF INDIGENOUS CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

“Living landscapes to which Indigenous Peoples attribute environmental, social, 
cultural and economic value because of their enduring relationship with the land, 

water, fauna, flora and spirits and their present and future importance to their 
cultural identity. An Indigenous cultural landscape is characterized by features 
that have been maintained through long-term interactions based on land-care 
knowledge, and adaptive livelihood practices. They are landscapes over which 

Indigenous Peoples exercise responsibility for stewardship.”

•	 From an Indigenous perspective, the forest and the land are a network 
of relationships among soils, waterways, plants, animals, and people. In 
the context of FSC certification, the identification of Indigenous Cultural 
Landscapes provides a framework for Indigenous Peoples to communicate 
their past, present, and desired future forest and land relationships.  

•	 Indigenous Peoples’ relationships with the land are continuously evolving 
and can occur at many scales.

•	 Indigenous Cultural Landscapes are not individual, discrete features on the 
land (e.g., site-level attributes, archaeological locations, etc.)

•	 Indigenous Peoples may use various terminology to describe the concept of 
Indigenous Cultural Landscapes



THE INDICATORS
The inclusion of  Indigenous Cultural Landscapes as a concept within Principle 3 is to: 

•	 Support understanding of Indigenous Peoples’ enduring relationship with the 
land and its importance to their evolving cultural identity

•	 Support understanding of  Indigenous Peoples’ rights and stewardship 
responsibilities to the land

•	 Translate landscape-level knowledge and values into forest management planning

Within Principle 3 Indigenous Cultural Landscapes are referred to in Indicators 
3.1.2 and 3.2.1.

Understanding Indigenous Cultural Landscapes strengthens the translation of 
Indigenous Peoples’ rights into strategic forest management planning. Other 
areas in the Standard where integration of Indigenous Cultural Landscapes can 
improve engagement outcomes include: 

•	 Criteria 6.5 - Conservation Areas Networks
•	 Indicator 6.4.5.c – caribou conservation
•	 Principle 9 – High Conservation Values - HCV 2 (Intact Forest Landscapes) 

and HCV 6 (Cultural Values)

Indigenous Cultural Landscapes are identified through culturally 
appropriate engagement and documented and/or mapped using best 
available information

•	 Conformance can be understood as best efforts to recognize the 
perspective of Indigenous Peoples through culturally appropriate 
engagement and/or through best available information.

Prior to management activities and through a mutually agreed upon 
culturally appropriate engagement process, it is determined when, 
where and how Indigenous Peoples can participate in management 
planning, both strategic and/or operational, to the extent necessary to 
protect their rights, resources, lands and territories, including Indigenous 
Cultural Landscapes.

•	 The inclusion of Indigenous Cultural Landscapes in this indicator is 
intended to strengthen strategic (landscape-level) dialogue regarding 
the interdependencies between ecosystem function and integrity, and 
Indigenous Peoples’ continued ability to practice their rights. 
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IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS…
If you have questions regarding the application of 
Indigenous Cultural Landscapes within the Forest 
Stewardship Standard for Canada, please contact 
the FSC Canada Policy & Standards team:

REVISED FPIC GUIDANCE
We are hopeful that this information 
sheet provides improved understanding 
of how the concept of Indigenous 
Cultural Landscapes can be applied 
within the Standard. This concept will 
also be included within the next revision 
of the Free, Prior and Informed Consent 
(FPIC) Guidance (FSC Canada, 2019).


